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SUBJECT: BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT CANCELS HMONG RESETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
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1. ON OCTOBER 30 THE FOREIGN MINISTRY UNEXPECTEDLY ISSUED A

DECREE VOIDING PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT'S AGREEMENT WITH FOOD FOR

THE HUNGRY INTERNATIONAL (FHI) CONCERNING THE RESETTLEMENT OF

AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF HMONG REFUGEES IN BOLIVIA. THE

FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DECISION FOLLOWED CLOSELY A PUBLIC DENUN-

CIATION OF THE PROJECT BY THE LEFTIST MIR PARTY, WHICH CLAIMED

THAT THE AGREEMENT WITH FHI SUBORDINATED BOLIVIA'S NATIONAL

INTERESTS TO THOSE OF "IMPERIALISM."

 

2. THE MIR STATEMENT, WHICH WAS REPORTED IN THE PRESS ON OCTOBER

30, REFERRED TO CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN FORMER IMMIGRATION SUB-
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SECRETARY GUIDO STRAUSS AND FORMER FOREIGN MINISTRY UNDER

SECRETARY MARCELO TERCEROS BANZER RELATING TO THE IMMIGRATION

OF UP TO 40,000 (SIC) LAOTIAN REFUGEES. THE MIR DID NOT

OPPOSE IN THE PRINCIPLE THE IDEA OF REFUGE RESETTLEMENT IN

BOLIVIA, BUT RATHER THE SECRETIVE NATURE OF THE NEGOTIATIONS

WITH FHI AND THE FACT (WHICH WE CAN NOT SUBSTANTIATE) THAT

LAND SUCH AS THAAT SET ASIDE FOR THE HMONGS HAS NOT BEEN MADE
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AVAILABLE TO LOCAL COLONIZERS. REFERRING OBLIQUELY TO THE

MIR STATEMENT, THE FOREIGN MINISTRY DECLARED THE FHI AGREEMENT

"INVALID"BECAUSE OF "CONCEPTUAL FAUTLS".

 

3. IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY OFFICER ON NOVEMBER 2,

IMMIGRATION SUB-SECRETARY LUDWIG ALVES COMPALINED THATHIS

PREDECESSOR STRAUSS, WHO IS NOT FHI'S AGENT IN BOLIVIA, HAD

INTERPOSED HIMSELF BETWEEN ALVES AND FHI PRESIDENT WARD, THUS

IMPEDING THE RATIFICATION PROCESS. HE MAINTAINND, HOWEVER,

THAT THE AGREEMENT MIGHT STILL BE SAVED IF HE WERE ABLE TO

MEET DIRECTLY WITH WARD OR FHI LATIN AMERICAN DIRECTOR DEAN

FLLORA.

 

4. COMMENT: WE HAVE INFORMED FLORA OF THE FOREGOING DEVELOP-

MENTS BY TELEPHONE. HE AND POSSIBLY WARD WILL RETURN TO BOLIVIA

EARLY NEXT WEEK TO TRY TO RESURRECT THE AGREEMENT. OF COURSE,

WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SUCH ASSISTANCE AS MAY BE APPROPRIATE.

HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT CONFIDENT THAT A RENEWED FHI INITIATIVE WILL

BE SUCCESSFUL NOW THAT THE HMONG PROJECT HAS SUDDENTLY BECOME A

CONTROVERSIAL DOMESTIC POLITICAL ISSUE.

BOEKER
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