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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Record Group 432
Series: Records About Wage Increases

What information is in these records?
The records contain data from reports of wage increases and requests to increase wages from
business establishments subject to the wage controls of the early 1970s. The data in the file varies
according to the phase of the Economic Stabilization Program under which it was collected. The
Economic Stabilization Program had 4 phases, running from August 15, 1971 to April 30, 1974.

The collection of wage data began with Phase II. During that phase, firms with 5,000 or more
employees needed CLC approval to raise wages, firms with 1,000 to 4,999 employees had to report
all wage increases but needed approval only for wage increases above 5.5 percent, and firms with
less than 1,000 employees merely had to report increases above 5.5 percent. During Phase III and
Phase IV, only food industry firms required CLC approval for wage increases, while construction
firms with annual sales of $50,000 or more needed such approval. Health industry firms continued to
be subject to Phase II controls. Firms outside of the food, construction and health industries had to
report wage increases above 5.5 percent.

The records also contain information about the labor unions at each business establishment.

Why were these records created?

The Cost of Living Council used the records to decide if it should approve requests to raise wages
according to the guidelines established under the Economic Stabilizaton Program. The CLC
supervised several different offices that attempted to control wage and price inflation.
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